
 

 

 

From:  Elizabeth Peiffer, Virginia Capital Representation Resource Center 

  Michael F. Williams, Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

 

Date:  March 7, 2017 

 

Re: Press release: Court asked to stay execution of Ivan Teleguz, who Virginia plans to execute 

on April 25 despite evidence of innocence 

 

 

Today lawyers for Ivan Teleguz, a prisoner who Virginia plans to execute on April 25, 2017, despite strong 

evidence that he is innocent, have filed a motion asking the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth 

Circuit to stay Teleguz’s execution so that the Supreme Court of the United States can have adequate time to 

review his appeal before he is executed. 

 

Teleguz’s appeal seeks review of claims that no court has ever reviewed that he was denied the constitutional 

right to counsel, “a bedrock principle in our justice system.” Teleguz argues that his claims must be reviewed 

under a Supreme Court ruling issued in 2012 that requires federal courts to address claims like his. Despite 

having made ten separate requests to have courts apply the ruling to his case—including one request that was 

made before the 2012 ruling even was published—a court found that Teleguz was too late in requesting that the 

rule be applied to his case. 

 

Teleguz was sentenced to death in 2006 for a murder-for-hire; however, evidence has emerged since the trial 

that suggests Teleguz may be innocent. Since the original trial, two of the prosecution’s key witnesses against 

Teleguz—Edwin Gilkes and Aleksey Safanov—have recanted their trial testimony in sworn written statements. 

Both men now admit that they lied at trial, and that Teleguz is innocent. Prosecutors in 2006 relied heavily on 

the evidence of the two men, and no physical or DNA evidence was produced linking Teleguz to the crime. 

 

If the April 25 execution is not stayed, Teleguz will petition Governor Terry McAuliffe to intervene to stop the 

execution. More than 112,000 people have signed a Change.org petition asking the Governor to prevent 

Teleguz’s execution. 

 

Commenting, Michael F. Williams—a lawyer for Teleguz—said: “What is most remarkable is that Mr. Teleguz 

has been raising these significant constitutional issues for five years—from the earliest possible opportunity—

and yet remains the only death-sentenced inmate in Virginia who has sought this type of review and had his 

assertions ignored by the federal courts.” 

 

 


