
 

 

 

From:  Elizabeth Peiffer, Virginia Capital Representation Resource Center 

  Michael F. Williams, Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

 

Date:  March 13, 2017 

 

Re: Additional filing in support of motion asking court to stay execution of Ivan Teleguz, who 

Virginia plans to execute on April 25 despite evidence of innocence 

 

 

Today lawyers for Ivan Teleguz, a prisoner who Virginia plans to execute on April 25, 2017, despite strong 

evidence that he is innocent, filed additional support in the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth 

Circuit for their March 8, 2017, request that the Court stay Teleguz’s execution in order to give the Supreme 

Court of the United States adequate time to review his appeal before he is executed. On Friday, the office of the 

Attorney General asked that the Court deny the stay. Today’s filing was a reply to the Attorney General’s 

arguments. 

 

Teleguz’s appeal seeks review of claims that no court has ever reviewed that he was denied the constitutional 

right to counsel, “a bedrock principle in our justice system.” Teleguz argues that his claims must be reviewed 

under a Supreme Court ruling issued in 2012 that requires federal courts to address claims like his. Despite 

having made ten separate requests to have courts apply the ruling to his case—including one request that was 

made before the 2012 ruling even was published—a court found that Teleguz was too late in requesting that the 

rule be applied to his case. His lawyers note that Teleguz remains the only death-sentenced inmate in Virginia 

who has sought this type of review and had his assertions ignored by the federal courts. 

 

Despite the unique circumstances presented by Teleguz’s case, the Attorney General claimed there was nothing 

“extraordinary” that would justify a stay. But Teleguz’s reply noted a number of extraordinary factors in the 

case, including Virginia’s practice of executing inmates even though they have unresolved requests for review 

pending in the Supreme Court of the United States. Virginia executed Alfredo Prieto on October 1, 2015, even 

though the Supreme Court was considering a request that his execution be stayed to allow the Court to rule on 

claims challenging the newly-developed method of execution Virginia intended to use. After Prieto’s execution, 

the Attorney General declared that executions in Virginia would be carried out unless an order was on file 

ordering otherwise. 

 

Teleguz was sentenced to death in 2006 for a murder-for-hire; however, evidence has emerged since the trial 

indicating that Teleguz may be innocent. Since the original trial, two of the three witnesses prosecutors needed 

to convict Teleguz have recanted their trial testimony in sworn written statements. Both admitted that they lied 

at trial. No physical or DNA evidence was produced linking Teleguz to the crime. 

 

If the April 25 execution is not stayed, Teleguz will petition Governor Terry McAuliffe to intervene to stop the 

execution. More than 112,000 people have signed a Change.org petition asking the Governor to prevent 

Teleguz’s execution. 

 

Commenting, Michael F. Williams—a lawyer for Teleguz—said: “in light of Virginia’s unique practice of 

proceeding with executions despite pending litigation in the Supreme Court of the United States, the 

fundamental nature of the constitutional claims Teleguz raises, and the fact that any court has yet to consider 

these claims, the case presents extraordinary circumstances justifying a stay at least until the Court rules on 

Teleguz’s claims. We are hopeful that the Fourth Circuit will grant a temporary stay of execution so that the 

Supreme Court can consider Mr. Teleguz’s claims before the Commonwealth of Virginia executes him.” 

 


